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some of the wisest and most patriotic Italians I know,
the task is hopeless and the decay inevitable.

Fully convinced of this myself, I could but lose
that interest in the future of Italy which had always
made residence there so attractive to me. More-
over, I had arrived at an age which rendered the
proper performance of the duties of my position on
the "Times" impossible. Accordingly, I sent in
my resignation and returned to England, where in
such condition of social and intellectual activity as
my years and circumstances permit, I hope to end
my days, no longer a participant in political affairs
and content simply to live.nd the number of officers were
